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CONFIDENTIAL RABAT 4421 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: UNGAKSKNMO 

SUB J : KOREA AT 29TH UNGA 

REF: STATE 196841 

1. IN CONTEXT OF PRE-UNGA DISCUSSIONS WITH GOM, POL 
COUNSELOR MADE LOW-KEY PRESENTATION ON KOREA BASED ON 
REFTEL TO MFA ACTING CHIEF OF INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION 
AFFAIRS ABDELLAH BENKIRANE SEPT 11. (POSITION OF CHIEF OF 
IO IS VACANT AT PRESENT.) BENKIRANE PROVED TO BE FULLY 
CONVERSANT WITH CURRENT STATUS OF ISSUE. 

2. POL COUNSELOR UNDERLINED THAT WE HAD INSCRIBED OUR 
ITEM TO ENSURE BALANCED DEBATE, BUT IF OTHER SIDE CONCLUDED 
IT DID NOT WANT TO PROCEED WITH DEBATE WE WOULD BE HAPPY TO 
SEE IT DEFERRED. BENKIRANE DISPLAYED INTEREST IN THIS POINT. 

HE COMMENTED THAT IN LIGHT OF HEAVY UNGA AGENDA. INCLUDING 
CYPRUS (HE PROBABLY ALSO HAD SPANISH SAHARA IN MIND), IT WOULD 
INDEED BE PREFERABLE TO AVOID KOREAN DEBATE IF POSSIBLE. HE 
NOTED AT SAME TIME THAT GOM NORMALLY ABSTAINED ON ISSUES OF 
THIS NATURE IF THEY CAME TO A VOTE, ALTHOUGH GOM HAD HAD NO 
PROBLEMS GOING ALONG WITH LAST YEAR'S CONSENSUS. 
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3. BENKIRANE EXPRESSED INTEREST IN HAVING FRENCH TRANSLATIONS 
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OF FRIENDLY DRAFT RESOLUTION AND EXPLANATORY MEMO WHICH POL 
COUNSELOR SAID EMBASSY EXPECTING FROM DEPT SHORTLY. 

NEUMANN 
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